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ESG and AI are usually treated as separate conversations: one lives in sustainability and 
compliance teams, the other in engineering. That separation is starting to break down, and 
the professionals who understand both sides are becoming unusually valuable.  
 
 

 
 

# Two Trends Converging Faster Than Expected  
 

AI systems now sit inside ESG reporting itself, flagging emissions anomalies, automating 
supply chain disclosures, and modelling climate risk scenarios that used to take analysts 
weeks to build. At the same time, AI infrastructure has its own significant environmental 
footprint, from data center energy use to the water demands of cooling systems. 

That means ESG teams increasingly need to understand AI well enough to evaluate the 
tools they're adopting, and technology teams need enough ESG literacy to build systems 
that hold up under emerging disclosure regulations. 

 
 

 

# What This Looks Like in Practice  
 

A few concrete places this shows up: 

●​ Regulatory reporting: Frameworks like the EU's CSRD and various regional 
disclosure rules increasingly expect quantified data, not narrative claims, which 
pushes ESG teams toward the same data pipelines and automation tools 
engineering teams already use. 

●​ Vendor evaluation: Procurement decisions now often ask whether a given AI tool's 
energy use and data practices align with a company's sustainability commitments. 

●​ Product design: Teams building AI features are being asked earlier in the process to 
account for compute cost and environmental impact, not just functionality. 

None of this is optional anymore in industries with active ESG reporting obligations, 
and it's spreading to sectors that haven't traditionally had them 



 
 

 

# The Skills Gap Nobody's Training For  
 

Most existing training splits cleanly: ESG courses for sustainability professionals, AI courses 
for technologists. Very little addresses the overlap, how to read an ESG framework as an 
engineer, or how to evaluate AI tooling as a sustainability lead. 

That gap is exactly where the next wave of in-demand roles is forming: AI governance leads, 
sustainable technology architects, ESG data analysts who can actually query the systems 
producing their numbers. 

 
 

 

# Building Cross-Functional Literacy  
 

Closing this gap doesn't require becoming an expert in both fields. It requires enough 
working knowledge in the adjacent discipline to ask the right questions and avoid costly blind 
spots, whether that's a compliance risk from an under-vetted AI vendor, or a sustainability 
initiative that stalls because no one on the team can operationalize the data. 

TekSol Global has built a set of programmes for exactly this intersection: 

●​ AI for ESG Reporting & Sustainability Analytics (AI-204) — apply AI and data 
analytics directly to ESG reporting, carbon accounting, and performance 
measurement aligned to GRI/SASB. 

●​ ESG Data Analytics & Carbon Accounting (ESG-104) — the data foundation 
behind Scope 1/2/3 accounting, for teams that need to trust the numbers before they 
automate them. 

●​ Data Literacy for Sustainability Professionals (AI-207) — for ESG and 
compliance teams who need to read and interpret data pipelines, not just receive 
summaries. 

●​ Ethical AI (AI-203) — governance, fairness, and bias frameworks for anyone 
evaluating or deploying AI systems responsibly, including AI vendor risk. 

●​ FinTech & the Future of Sustainable Financial Systems (FIN-1109) — for finance 
and investment teams navigating AI-driven ESG analytics and the regulatory 
landscape around it. 

Together, these give technical and sustainability professionals a shared vocabulary, and the 
practical skills to work across the line that used to separate their two functions. 

 
 

Curious how ESG and AI training could apply to your team? Get in touch with TekSol Global.  

https://teksolglobal.com


 


